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Holy Land and Istanbul 2022 Pilgrimage 
Frequently Asked Questions 

By Fr. Brian Belongia  
Based on Personal Experiences 

 

Q1: What is a pilgrimage? 
A1: A pilgrimage consists of a group of people who embark on an intentional journey of faith to 
various religious places and seek to deepen their personal relationship with Jesus Christ. The pilgrims 
are chosen by the Holy Spirit and your participation in such a special journey is the result of your 
response to God’s invitation. If you are blessed to be counted as a pilgrim, you are so counted by the 
will of God. A pilgrimage changes hearts, refreshes the soul, reawakens faith, and changes lives. The 
pilgrims pray together, share meals together, have fun together, and deepen faith together. The group 
becomes like a family and is a small-scale model of a parish community journeying together in faith.  

 
Q2: What does a pilgrimage day look like? 
A2: The tour guide, Raouf Karborani will arrange for wake-up calls and the times of departure 
each day, usually around 8:00 a.m. He will explain the day and provide information about the region 
and the places we are going.  A delicious, buffet style breakfast with many mouth-watering choices, is 
served at the hotel each morning before we board the bus. The first 15 to 20 minutes on the bus is 
spent praying our morning reflection and asking God to bless our day. The group also prays a daily 
Rosary, usually on the bus between destinations, led by one of the pilgrims. Daily Mass is celebrated 
at one of the pilgrimage sites. Most Masses are celebrated indoors in private chapels and some are 
celebrated outside on the holy grounds of a shrine. Around noon, we break for lunch at a local 
restaurant. We return most days by 5:00 p.m. and a delicious dinner is enjoyed at the hotel. The 
evenings are free for prayer, socializing, walking, and rest. 

 
Q3: Do Pilgrims have to be Catholic? 
A3: Non-Catholics are welcome, but are asked to participate in the communal prayers, rosaries, 
devotions, and attend Masses. The pilgrimage is led from a Catholic perspective. 
 
Q4: Will there be any sacramentals or devotionals celebrated? 
A4: In addition to daily Mass and praying together on the bus each day, some spiritual highlights 
of the Pilgrimage include praying the Stations of the Cross on the Via Dolorosa, venerating, and 
touching the places of the birth of Christ in Bethlehem, the place of the crucifixion on Golgotha, and 
the tomb of the Resurrection. Pilgrims will be invited to renew their baptismal promises at the Jordan 
River. Married couples can receive a marriage blessing at the Church in Cana. The anointing of the sick 
will be offered to those who wish to receive it at the Pool of Bethesda. Other spiritual opportunities 
may also present themselves throughout the pilgrimage. 

 
Q5: What devotionals should I bring along? 
A5: Bring a rosary, a bible, your favorite prayerbooks, journaling materials, spiritual reading, and 
any other small prayer cards, chaplets, or devotionals that you would like to use on the pilgrimage. It 
is also a good idea to collect a list of prayer intentions that you would like to fulfill on the journey. 
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Q6: Will there be time to shop and buy souvenirs and religious items? 
Q6: Yes. There are opportunities on the pilgrimage to shop. In order to protect your safety, and to 
prevent delaying the group, purchasing items from street vendors while on the tours is not permitted, 
unless the tour guide says otherwise. Some restaurants and pilgrimage sites have small gift shops that 
you may also be able to purchase items. All places that are ‘authorized’ by the tour company accept 
major credit cards as well as cash and guarantee their products. Be careful during free time (at night if 
you go out) not to get yourself into a “deal” you cannot back out of. Don’t forget doing business in 
Israel and Jordan is different than in the United States.  
 
Q7: Can I pick and choose how I participate in a pilgrimage? 
A7: No. A pilgrim is expected to participate in the itinerary along with the entire group. Whereas 
there is free time in the evenings after supper to enjoy a walk or explore the area around the hotels, 
the bulk of the pilgrimage is spent together as a group. Whereas you are free to fast or refrain from 
any meal, please be advised that you will consume an incredible amount of energy visiting the various 
pilgrimage places. 

 
Q8: Will There Be a Catholic guide? 
A8: In the Holy Land, Raouf Karborani is a good and Holy Catholic Man. He is a husband and father 
and was born and raised in Israel. He knows the Scriptures well and is entertaining, engaging, and 
humorous when explaining the sites and interacting with the Pilgrims. He will also be able to answer 
your questions about Israel and what it is like to live there. You will enjoy him.  
Since Christianity, which was once prevalent in Istanbul, when it was Constantinople, is now a 
minority in Turkey, it is unlikely a Turkish guide will be Catholic. 
 
Q9: Is it safe to go to Israel and Turkey? 
A9:  Israel and Turkey are safe for pilgrims. As a member of a pilgrimage, we are accompanied by 
local bus drivers and also experienced local guides. The group travels together and looks out for each 
other while visiting the different sites and churches. We do not enter hostile areas or regions, such as 
the Gaza Strip. As anywhere, it is important to be aware of your surroundings and not wander away 
from the group. During the pilgrimage, the tour guide will talk about the dynamics of living in Israel, 
Palestine, and the Middle East and why such political, social, and religious tensions exist, from his 
perspectives.  

 
Q10: Will I have to wear a mask or prove covid vaccination? 
A10: It depends on the conditions in March 2022. It is best to be prepared to wear masks or prove 
Covid vaccination if required. As of November 1, 2021, it is likely pilgrims will need to be vaccinated 
and, in some cases, have received a booster. Each country and airport may have different regulations. 
We will know more as our pilgrimage draws nearer. 

 
Q11: Is American Money Accepted? What about Credit and Debit Cards? 
A11: Although you can obtain Israeli Shekels and/or Turkish lira, it is not necessary. Wherever we 
go as part of the tour will accept American money in both Israel and Turkey. The tour guide will tell us 
how much lunch costs each day in American dollars. It is best to have cash on hand to purchase lunch, 
which will be between $10 - $25 per person. You will also want to have cash on hand for the offertory 
at the Churches at which we celebrate Mass or to light candles, etc. There are ATM’s available that 
distribute American Money. The tour guide will assist us in finding the correct machines at the best 
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rates. Gift shops, hotels, stores, etc., accept major credit and debit cards. Be sure to contract your 
financial institution to let them know you will be travelling in Israel and Turkey so your credit/debit 
cards are not blocked. 
 
Q12: How much money should I bring with me? 
A12:  A good mix of 5’s, 10’s, and 20’s is recommended. Cash is needed to pay for lunch at the 
restaurant each day and for making donations at the Churches we celebrate Mass. Smaller bills are 
also handy should you wish to buy a beverage or snack for the bus at a store or gift shop or purchase 
smaller items from approved vendors. Please know that some businesses and stores around the 
hotels may expect you to pay in exact amounts and may not have much change to give back, 
especially if you have paid in American money. Do not expect a small store to break a $50 or $100 bill. 
It is best to use a credit or debit card for the best exchange rates. 

 
Q13: Can I drink the water? 
A13: It is always recommended not to drink the tap water in large quantities in other countries. 
Nevertheless, the tap water in the hotels is safe for personal use. Filtered water (and other beverages) 
and bottled water is readily available at meals, on the bus, and at the hotels. If you have a chance, I 
highly recommend a glass of fresh squeezed pomegranate juice. 

 
Q14: Is wi-fi and internet access available? 
A14: You can access the internet at the hotels. Wi-Fi is available on the bus. It is recommended you 
check with your network provider to be sure extra roaming charges will not be assessed. 

 
Q15: Will I be able to use my cell phone or tablet? 
A15: Internet access is available at the Hotels and Wi-Fi on the bus. It is important to check with 
your cell phone/tablet provider to inquire about possible fees or charges. To call home, check with 
your wireless provider to discern possible plans or charges. 

 
Q16: How should I dress? 
A16: Comfortably, but modestly. Expect the temperatures to be between 45°F in the early 
mornings and up to 80°F during the day. Wear comfortable shoes suitable for walking. Bring a jacket 
or sweatshirt, as mornings are typically cooler. Remember we will be entering sacred and holy 
churches and shrines. Some places, churches or mosques may require covered shoulders or head 
coverings. Bring an umbrella or rain poncho, in case of rain. Since we will be visiting ancient cities, 
ruins, walking on gravel and sand paths, and even having a boat ride; be prepared for your clothes to 
get wet and/or dirty. Laundry services are available at the hotel for a fee. Also bring a bathing suit for 
the Dead Sea, sunscreen, and bug spray. 

 
Q17: Is there a lot of walking? 
A17: There is a significant amount of walking each day. There are steep inclines, declines and 
uneven rock steps and cobblestone, brick, and unpaved roads and paths. There are uneven surfaces 
that can be challenging to navigate and sometimes become slippery. There are a couple of stops that 
will require boarding a smaller shuttlebus or cable car to reach the final destination. Those requiring 
the use of a walker or cane will experience difficulty navigating some parts of the trip and may be 
advised to refrain from specific parts of the pilgrimage. 
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Q18: Can I take photographs and video? 
A18: Yes. At most destinations, photographs and videos can be taken freely and flash can be used. 
There are some places, however, particularly inside certain churches where the use of flash, or 
photographs altogether, are prohibited. Photos may not be taken near government security 
checkpoints or airports, and do not even try to take a picture of the sanctuary of the tiny Coptic 
Church above the Tomb of our Risen Lord. The priest will hiss at you.  The tour guide will instruct us as 
to any restrictions regarding photographs on a place-by-place basis. Also please be respectful of the 
privacy of others, those in our group and others in general, who may not want their pictures taken. Do 
not post pictures of other group members on social media without their express permission.  

 
Q19: Will I be able to use electrical items, such as a razor, hair dryer, and 
charge my cell phone, camera, or tablet? 
A19: You will need to bring along a Travel Adaptor plug for Israel/Palestine. They are available on 
Amazon.com and range in price from $10 to $30, depending on the kind you want. 
 
Q20: Do I need my passport? What about Visas? 
A20:  A valid passport is required to leave the United States and enter Israel and Turkey and to 
return to the United States. The tour company will assist us with any required visas. The entry fee into 
Turkey is collected as part of your tour extra costs. In the event Israel or Turkey would require an 
additional Visa, Pentecost Tours will assist with the process.  
It is recommended that you make a copy of our passport and carry a copy of your passport with you, 
while leaving your actual passport locked in the hotel safe, when you can. Only carry your physical 
passport on the days we leave a hotel or the tour guide instructs. You do not want to lose your 
passport. Israel does not stamp your passport upon entry. Instead, they will give you a ticket to keep 
in your passport that can be discarded or removed from your passport book after you leave Israel. 

 
Q21: What services and fees have been collected and are included in the price 
of the Pilgrimage through Pentecost Tours? What are the extra added fees? 
A21:  The first amount, $3,499 the actual price of the pilgrimage includes 11 nights of lodging with 
breakfast and supper included each day, the buses in Israel and Istanbul, bus drivers, tour guides, 
admission to all of the cites, airline tickets, and administrative costs.  
The second amount of $559 fee is collected for airport and fuel surcharges.  
A third amount of $161 (about $14.63 a day for 11 days) is collected in advance for the gratuities for 
hotel waitstaffs, bus drivers, and guides.  
A fourth amount of $52 fee is for the Turkish upgrade. 
Once you arrive in Israel, the only other expenses you should have been for the daily lunches (that 
range from $10 to $25 a day) and daily offerings at the Churches where Mass is celebrated (Be as 
generous as you wish; the churches depend on our stewardship to survive) As a convenience, Raouf, 
our guide provides cold bottled water on the bus for $1 per bottle on the honor system. You will also 
incur costs for laundry, postage, gifts, souvenirs, and hotel services you order in addition to breakfast 
and supper. 

  
Q22: How will we get to O’Hare Airport? 
A22: Chicago is a long drive from Green Bay, especially upon return and parking cars there is costly. 
We will charter a bus from Green Bay to Chicago on Sunday, March 13, 2022, and will arrange for a 
bus to drive us to Green Bay from Chicago on Friday, March 25, 2022. We will inform you as to the 
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cost of the transportation as the information becomes available. The cost of this transportation is in 
addition to the price of the tour or the extra fees collected by Pentecost Tours.  
Those requiring or choosing to travel to O’Hare airport on their own will be given instructions as to 
how, when, and where to meet at the airport. Note, that if you travel by car and leave it there, there 
will be a considerable charge to keep your car there for two weeks. 

  
Q23: Are restrooms available at most pilgrimage destinations? 
A23:  Restrooms are available at many pilgrimage locations, but not all. On longer bus travel days, 
we will stop at waysides. Some restrooms may ask for small fee or donation to use them. They are 
readily available at restaurants. It is always better to use the restrooms when the opportunities 
present themselves as opposed to waiting until such a need is a necessity. 

 
Q24: How can I prepare myself spiritually for the Pilgrimage? 
A24:  Always start with prayer. If the Lord Jesus Christ wants you to be on this pilgrimage, you will 
be on it! Make a good confession. Pray and Reflect on Sacred Scriptures, particularly the Gospels. Pray 
especially over the infancy narratives and the Passions as presented in the Gospels. Familiarize 
yourselves with the biblical cities, towns, and villages and some of the amazing deeds wrought there. 
Get a map of the Holy Land. Resolve to go on the pilgrimage not as a tourist or vacationer, but as a 
pilgrim after the heart of Christ, open to the transformative power of God’s grace.  

 
Q25: Will I have any fun on this religious trip?  
A25:  Yes, you will! This is an experience of a lifetime that will be unrepeatable, even if you return 
on another pilgrimage some other time. Each one is unique.  
 
Q26:  Are there cats in the Holy Land?  
A26: Yes! Fr. Brian is excited to report felines are considered “clean” animals according to the 
Jewish classification and they roam freely throughout the Holy Land! His cats, Lucy and Rexy have 
given him express orders not to bring any of them home. 
 
Q27:  Who are the Pilgrimage Leaders? 
Q28: Ms. Tina Lauder-Boucher is the parish secretary of and member of Corpus Christi parish in 
Sturgeon Bay and is assisting with some of the logistical tasks of the pilgrimage. She is married to her 
husband, ___________ of ____ years and has 3 adult daughters and ____ grandchildren. This will be 
her second journey to the Holy Land and first time in Istanbul.  
 Fr. Dennis Ryan is a senior priest who is currently the priest moderator and sacramental 
minister at Prince of Peace Parish in Bellevue. He has a passion for evangelization and a love of Sacred 
Scripture and is a gifted homilist. This is his first journey to the Holy Land. 
 Fr. Brian Belongia is the Rector and Pastor of St. Francis Xavier Cathedral and St. John the 
Evangelist church in Green Bay. He also serves as Judicial Vicar for the Diocese. He loves to teach and 
preach the faith, travel, and lead pilgrimages. This will be his third pilgrimage to the Holy Land and 
second to Istanbul. 

 
For more Information, please contact: 
 Ms. Tina Lauder-Boucher (920) 743 – 4716 (office@ccparish.net) 
Fr. Brian Belongia (920) 435 – 9757  (frbrian.sfx@gmail.com)   

 


