
My Dear Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ, 
 

 Over the past few weeks, I 
have received sad news from a number 
of couples.  These friends of mine were 
recently so happy to learn that they 
were pregnant, but then discovered 
that they had had a miscarriage.  I 
must say that I grieved with all of 
them; children are such a gift and the 
death of a child, any child, remains a 
tragic mystery. Miscarriages are often 
seen as a taboo subject or something to 
be avoided.  When the issue arises, 
many of us are at a loss for words.  
However, as Christians and especially 
as Catholics, our faith plays an 
important  part in understanding this 
difficult issue.  
 A miscarriage is the death of a 
baby.  This is truly what it is and it 
would be best for all of us to 
acknowledge this fact.  It‘s not the loss 
of a ‗mass of tissue‘ or ‗the body‘s way 
of getting rid of junk‘ as some would 
have us believe.  It is the death of a 
child, our child, our friend‘s or 
neighbor‘s child and it is always a 
moment of sadness.  I am certainly not 
an expert medically in this field, yet it 
is commonly held today that 
miscarriages are more common than in 
the past.  Perhaps pollution is a cause, 
or maybe our diet, or the greater stress 
in our lives.  Most of the time it can be 
presumed that something physically 
has gone wrong with the child.  
Whatever the reason or the cause, a 
miscarriage is often a tragically sad 
moment for the expectant parents.  
 The death of a child before 
birth raises many questions.  Naturally 
the child was not able to be baptized 
and so the question arises over the 
state of his or her soul. The concept of 
‗limbo‘ or a place of perfect natural 
happiness where children go if they 
die without baptism remains a 
theological opinion, an opinion which 
was left out of the most recent 
Catechism of the Catholic Church.  
Perhaps it would be better to entrust 
such children to the mercy of God, 

indeed which is what we do for all of 
us.  It was Jesus Himself who said, ―Let 
the little children come to me…‖  We 
should not despair for the souls of 
children who die without Baptism, 
and this is precisely why the Church 
allows funeral Masses for them.  We 
ought to remember that we are bound 
by God‘s Law, but God is NOT bound 
by His own law. 
 Often we wonder what to say 
to those who have had a miscarriage.  
This can be difficult.  What several 
women and men have told me is that 
the only thing more painful than the 
loss of their child, was the careless and 
c ru el  st a t ement s  b y  ot h ers .  
Statements such as, ―Don‘t be so sad, 
you‘re young, you‘ll have another‖ or 
―It wasn‘t meant to be‖, or even 
―Thank goodness it wasn‘t born 
retarded, this is much better.‖  I hope 
that you can see that these statements, 
although perhaps well meaning, are 
shallow and cruel.  What we might say 
to couples is what we would say to 
anybody who has lost a loved one, ―I‘m 
sorry, I will pray for you, is there 
anything I can do?‖  It is important to 
remember that those couples who are 
suffering after a miscarriage often 
blame themselves and that our words 
must be chosen with great care.  
  Couples who have suffered 
from a miscarriage often find much 
healing in talking about their 
experience with others. Most of the 
time, they will discover that many 
other people have dealt with the very 
same thing.  Sometimes parents choose 
to name their child who they have lost 
because of a miscarriage. After 
prayerfully discerning whether it was 
a boy or a girl, they name the child and 
often ask the child to pray for them 
and their family.  This always brings 
great healing.  If there are discernable 
remains of a child who has died before 
birth, a funeral Mass or service is 
certainly possible.   
 In the end, miscarriages 
remain a mystery. We all realize that 
there are so many people in the world 
who have children who don‘t want 
them, yet there are so many people 

today who greatly desire to have 
children and yet are unable to have 
them.  This is a great suffering.  As I 
often tell the couples grieving the loss 
of their child through miscarriage, this 
will be the first question they can ask 
God when they see Him face to face 
some day.  All life is precious.  Let us 
reach out and care for those who 
grieve for the loss of their children.   
May God Bless You. 
 

Fr. Girotti 
 

New Addition to the 
Cathedral Music Dept.   
Through a very generous donation 
in memory of Concetta Scasny and 
Father Tony Dolski, Patricia Scasny 
has given three beautiful timpani, 
large kettledrums to the Cathedral 
Music Department.  These will add 
even more beauty and grandeur to 
our liturgies on special occasions, 
especially at Christmas and Easter.  
Thank you, Patty!  What a 
wonderful addition for giving God 
praise in our prayer and song! 
 

Fr. Girotti 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Schedule: 
February 22, 2012 
8:30A-Mass (Fr. Girotti) 
9:15A-4P-Eucharistic Adoration 
4P-Benediction 
5:15P-Mass (Bishop Ricken) 
6-8:30P-Confessions 
 

From Our Pastor 



St. Vincent de Paul  
Society—Parish Level 

Each Catholic parish has the oppor-
tunity to form its own St. Vincent de Paul 
Conference. A minimum of four individu-
als are required to be certified. Here in 
the Green Bay District there are 23 active 
parish conferences. For many years the 
Cathedral was without as active confer-
ence. All home visits for the Cathedral 
were conducted by either the St. John the 
Evangelist Conference or the SS. Peter & 
Paul Conference. About four years ago, 
parishioner Judy Deuchert responded to a 
spiritual calling to revitalize the St. Vin-
cent de Paul presence at the Cathedral & 
with the assistance of parishioners Ken 
Nier, Claudia Menghini & Sue Chapin, 
our conference was reborn. 

Today, our conference is vibrant & 
active in meeting the needs of our com-
munity neighbors who seek help for 
rental assistance, furniture, household 
goods, clothing & even educational 
grants. Last year our home–visit teams 
made 96 visits, assisting 258 individuals 
here in our neighborhood around the Ca-
thedral. On each home visit, we bring a 
bag of groceries from the Cathedral‘s food 
pantry as a gift from our parish. 

Not all volunteers (Vincentians) do 
home visits; many are needed to staff & 
run the two stores here in Green Bay. You 
can volunteer at the smaller west side 
store at 1171 Lombardi access road or at 
the larger east side facility at 1529 Leo 
Frigo Way. In 2011, local Vincentians 
volunteered over 79,000 hours at these 
two stores which helped produce the 
income used in assisting our neighbors in 
need.  

Your donations of used clothing, 
shoes, household goods, books/CD‘s/
DVD‘s, furniture, etc. make it possible to 
keep our stores stocked with goods to 
sell. Cathedral‘s St. Vincent de Paul col-
lection Blue Box is located directly be-
hind the Bishop Wycislo Center. If you 
are interested in becoming an active  
Vincentian, please visit our booth at the  
upcoming Stewardship Fair. 

Parish Stewardship 
February 4 and 5th, 2012 
Sacrificial Giving..................$8264.00 
Offertory Collection…………..$  582.03 
Special Projects…………………...$ 482.00 
St. Vincent de Paul………………$  165.00 
Total……………………………………...$9493.03 
 

We need an average of $8000.00 from the 
weekly collection to meet our budget. 

Thank You for Sunday Morning Coffee & Rolls  
To Mary & Ed Gerczak of Allouez Beer Depot & Liquor for sponsoring rolls & 
coffee on the second Sunday of each month after Mass at SFX Cathedral.  
 

Please Return Your Survey! 
We need your feedback and ideas! If you are a registered member, you received a 
letter and survey with your 2012 envelopes in the mail. Thank you in advance for 
your time to return your survey via the mail, the collection plate or online at:    

www.sfxcathedralgb.org/survey 
 

Stewardship Fair 
Mark your calendars on the weekend of February 25-26th to take time after Mass 
to visit the St. Francis Xavier Cathedral Stewardship Fair in the Bishop Wycislo 
Center.  Come and learn about the various activities and opportunities for service 
here at the parish.  How is God calling you to give of your time and talent? 
 

2012 Esto-Vir Men’s Conference 
The Esto-Vir Annual Men‘s Conference is coming soon, March 10th at St. Pius X 
Parish in Appleton, WI.  This year‘s featured speakers will include The Most   
Reverend David L. Ricken, Fr. Larry Richards, Fr. Francis Hoffman (Fr. Rocky), 
and Mr. Alan Keyes—former ambassador to the U.N.  Mass with Bishop Ricken 
will end the day at 4P.  Registration is open online at www.estovir.com.  $40 early 
registration ends March 5th.  Registration at the door is $50. 
 

2012 Feminine Genius Women’s Conference 
The 2nd Annual Feminine Genius Women‘s Conference is on March 17th at St. 
Pius X in Appleton, WI.  Featured speakers are Barbara McGuigan, Peggy Duem-
ling and Jeannie Hannemann.  The topic of the conference is ―Living Each Day as a 
Daughter of God.‖  Bishop Ricken will celebrate the closing Mass at 4P. Registra-
tion is online at www.elizabethministry.com or call 920-766-9380.  Advance     
registration is $40 until March 14th; students - $10; registration at door - $50.  
 

Holy Name Retreat House Gala 
Join Bishop Ricken, Bishop Banks and Bishop Morneau for the Third Annual 
Fundraising Gala for Holy Name Retreat House at the Rock Gardens Supper Club 
on March 23, 2012 from 5-8P.  The evening includes a social, dinner, raffle and  
silent auction.  Cost: $60/person or $100/couple.  Register: Lori  at 920-272-8296.  
 

Welcome New Parishioners to SFX 
Jesse Scott Schnurer & Jamie Stockwell 
Paul Roznowski 
 

2012 Fall Bazaar 
This year‘s Fall Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 17.  It is not too early to 
be thinking about items that you may be able to donate for this year‘s event.  We 
are currently looking for larger items that we can advertise as raffle or auction 
items.  Maybe you have a gift item that you are not going to use or a couple of gift 
certificates from Christmas that we can utilize to purchase items for the bazaar.  
Do you know a business that might consider donating larger auction items?  Your 
suggestions and donations are greatly appreciated.  Please contact the 2012 Fall 
Bazaar Co-Chairs: Sharon Nagy (339-8152) or Karen Van Beek (339-7872). 

Prayer Intentions of Pope Benedict XVI 
Apostleship of Prayer – February 2012 
Access to Water. That all peoples may have access to water & other resources 
needed for daily life.  
Health Workers. That the Lord may sustain the efforts of health workers  
assisting the sick & elderly in the world‘s poorest regions. 



Events Ahead: February 12th - February 25th, 2012  
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

12 
8A RCIA - conf rm & 
Gehl 
8:30A Rosary 
9A Mass  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

13 
8:30A Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekday 

14 
8:30A Mass 
Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help & Divine Mercy 
4P Liturgy Mtg. 
5P Facilities Cmte. 
5P Stewardship Cmte. 
5:30P Finance Cmte. 
7P Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
SS. Cyril, Monk, & 
Methodius, Bishop 

15 
8:30A Mass 
9A Eucharistic  
Adoration 
9-11A Organist Rhrsl 
CREDO Classes  
5:30P RCIA - Gehl 
6P Confessions 
7P RCIA - conf rm 
7P Esto Vir - Gehl 
8:45P Benediction 
 
 
 
Weekday 

16 
8:30A Mass  
Divine Mercy Chaplet 
6:30-8P Catholicism 
Series # 3 - BWC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekday 

17 
8:30A Mass  
Sacred Heart Novena 
9:15-11A Organist 
Rhrsl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekday 
The Seven Holy 
Founders  of the 
Servite Order 

18 
2:15P Confessions 
3:30P Rosary 
4P Vigil Mass  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekday 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

19 
8A RCIA - conf rm & 
Gehl 
8:30A Rosary 
9A Mass  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seventh Sunday in  
Ordinary Time 

20 
8:30A Mass 
5:40P Natural Family 
Planning Class - 
BWC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekday 

21 
8:30A Mass 
Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help & Divine Mercy 
7P Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Peter Damian, 
Bishop & Doctor of the 
Church 

22 
8:30A Mass 
9A Eucharistic  
Adoration 
9-11A Organist Rhrsl 
CREDO Classes  
4P Benediction 
5:15P Mass - Bp. 
Ricken 
5:30P RCIA - Gehl 
6-8:30P Confessions 
7P RCIA - conf rm 
7P Esto Vir - Gehl 
 
 
Ash Wednesday 

23 
8:30A Mass  
Divine Mercy Chaplet 
1P Staff Mtg 
6:30-8P Catholicism 
Series # 4 - BWC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lenten Weekday 
after Ash Wednesday 
St. Polycarp, Bishop 
& Martyr 

24 
8:30A Mass  
Sacred Heart Novena 
9:15-11A Organist 
Rhrsl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lenten Weekday 
after Ash Wednesday 

25 
8A-1P Diaconate 
Gathering 
2:15P Confessions 
3:30P Rosary 
4P Vigil Mass  
5P Baptism—Owen 
Lohrentz 
 
Banns of Marriage I  
Bosetski/Rosek 
 
Stewardship Fair 
after Mass in BWC 
 
Lenten Weekday 
after Ash Wednesday 

 

 Catholicism Series Presentation 
February 2 - April 12, 2012 

Join us for a special screening and discussion of the "Catholicism" series. 
The series will be presented over 10 evenings with lively discussion about the key topics.  We'll immerse ourselves in the 
rich beauty and teachings that Father Barron presents.   These episodes fortify Catholics with essential truths that enable 
meaningful engagement with fellow Christians and non-Christians alike. See more: http://sfxcathedralgb.org/Catholicism 

Presented in the Bishop Wycislo Center 
Saint Francis Xavier Cathedral Church  Green Bay, WI      Thursdays 6:30 - 8:00 pm 

 
Feb 16th:  "Ineffable Mysteries of God" 
Feb 23rd:  "Mary, Mother of God" 
Mar 1st:  "Peter, Paul - Missionaries" 
Mar 8th:  "Christ and the Church" 
Mar 15th:  "Liturgy and the Eucharist" 
Mar 22nd:  "Communion of Saints" 
Mar 29th:  "Prayer and Life of the Spirit" 
Apr 4th: no session: Holy Thursday 
Apr 12th:  "Last Things" 
For more information contact: 
Chris Shaw  920-336-0613. 

CREDO News—Mark Your Calendars! 
Why? SFX Cathedral will be offering a summer Catholic youth program 
entitled, Totus Tuus (Latin phrase meaning totally yours) 
Who? For youth in grades 1-12; Open to parishioners and non-
parishioners  
Where? Totus Tuus will be held at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral 
When? June 18-22, 2012 
The mission of Totus Tuus is to inspire in young people a true longing 
for holiness, a deep desire for daily conversion, and an openness to their 
vocation by constantly challenging them to give themselves entirely to 
Christ through Mary and by continually strengthening their prayer lives 
in imitation of her.  Stay tuned for more information! 

http://sfxcathedralgb.com/admin/modules/page/pageedit.php?pid=25
http://sfxcathedralgb.com/admin/modules/page/pageedit.php?pid=25
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=391EKSs1n0M
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmv3B6LLDrQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2CB-x-6dkk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=stGZQupuT9Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Jeqw6XJMAQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gJqeD3Sc2CY

